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BACKGROUND 
 

 
Created in 1993 by the Oregon Legislative Assembly, the seven-member Access & Habitat 
(A&H) Board (Board) reviews project proposals that improve wildlife habitat and/or enhance 
public hunting access in Oregon. Project applications, submitted by landowners, corporations, 
organizations, and agencies, are initially reviewed by Board-appointed Regional Councils 
established in five geographic regions of the state. Regional Councils forward proposals to the 
Board with recommendations to approve or deny projects. The Board provides the next level of 
project review and then forwards proposals to the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission 
(Commission) for final consideration and approval to expend A&H Program funds. 

Funding for the A&H Program, ~ $3.1 million per biennium, is from three primary sources: 
• $4 from each hunting and combination license sold (approximately $1.4 million per 

biennium)  
• Proceeds from the annual Big Game Auction and Raffle tags (approximately $1.5 million 

per biennium)  
• Biennial allocation of approximately $90,000 from the Green Forage and Deer 

Enhancement and Restoration programs  
 
The A&H Program dedicated account balance was $1,609,276 at the end of December 2021.  
A&H Program funds deposited in the dedicated account can be expended only for program 
activities. As of February 8, contracted A&H projects provide hunters with access to over 3 
million acres of private land and have improved over 18,000 acres of habitat for wildlife during 
this biennium. 

 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 

 
A&H provides an opportunity for public involvement at Regional Council and Board meetings, 
which are advertised by Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) news releases 
and on the Department webpage. Meeting materials are posted on the Department website.  
Members of the public may review documents and provide comments.  Interested parties may 
attend or call in to provide public comment during these meetings. The Board most recently met 
via MS Teams on January 18, 2022. 
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ISSUE 1 
 

 

A&H PROJECT FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS  
 

ANALYSIS 
 

 

A summary of the two projects recommended for funding by the A&H Board is presented in the 
staff summary (Attachment 2). 

 

OPTIONS 
 

 

Option 1.  Approve A&H Board recommendations. 

Option 2.  Reject project proposals. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 

 

Option 1. Approve the two projects recommended by the A&H Board. 

 
DRAFT MOTION: 
 
I move to approve the two projects recommended for funding by the Access & Habitat Board. 
 
Effective Date:  March 18, 2022 
 

 

 

ISSUE 2 
 

 
APPOINTMENT OF THE BOARD CHAIR TO THE ACCESS & HABITAT BOARD 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

 

The seven members of the A&H Board are appointed by the Commission to a term of four years.  
The Commission may reappoint a Board member to a second consecutive term. A Board 
member may serve only two consecutive terms.  A list of current A&H Board member terms is 
presented in A&H Board Terms (Attachment 3). 
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The Board Chair position became vacant on March 7, 2022, when the current Chair, Craig Ely, 
reached the end of his second term. A new Board Chair needs to be appointed prior to the April 
A&H Board meeting. 
 

 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 

 

The Department accepted applications for the Board Chair vacancy from January 7 through 
February 7, 2022. The Department recruited candidates for the vacancy by advertising on the 
agency website, social media posts, and issuing a news release.  

  
ANALYSIS 
 

  
Applicants for the Chair position were asked to provide information about their experience and 
background relative to the following criteria:  

• Breadth of experience and knowledge of hunting 
• Involvement in sportsman/hunter/conservation organizations 
• Leadership in sportsman/hunter/conservation organizations 
• Leadership and experience on or with councils/boards/commissions and legislature 
• Experience working with and/or representing the public 
• Ability/interest in working collaboratively with others 
• Participation in the A&H Program 
• Ability to foster positive relations between landowners, hunters, and the Department 

 

The Department received one application by the deadline from Amy Patrick, (Attachment 4).   
Amy Patrick is a current A&H Board Landowner Representative and serves as the vice chair for 
the Board.  Her first term on the A&H Board ended on January 19, 2022 
 

Name:  Amy Patrick 
Occupation: OHA Policy Director 
Location: Sublimity 
 

Amy lives on a small farm down the road from the sixth-generation homestead where she was 
raised near Sublimity.  With a background in forestry and farming, she is familiar with 
landowner issues such as access and damage.  As the policy director for the Oregon Hunters 
Association, Amy works with hunters around the state and strives to create relationships between 
hunters and landowners.  She has participated in several Department processes including the 
Beaver Management Work Group, Sport Group Leaders, Western Oregon Landowner and 
Hunter Elk Management Group, and the External Budget Advisory Committee.  Amy’s 
dedication, energy, and initiative are an asset for the A&H program. 
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DRAFT MOTION: 
 
I move to appoint Amy Patrick to represent the public and serve as chair of the Access and 
Habitat Board for her second four-year term.  
 
Effective Date:  March 18, 2022 
 

 

ISSUE 3 
 

 
APPOINTMENT OF LANDOWNER REPRESENTATIVES TO THE ACCESS & HABITAT 
BOARD 
 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

 
A list of current A&H Board members terms is presented in A&H Board Terms (Attachment 3) 
 
The Board has two Landowner Representatives vacancies as John Breese’ and Amy Patrick’s 
first terms have ended.  Both the Landowner Representatives are eligible for reappointment to a 
second term.   
 

 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 

 
Applications for the Landowner Representative vacancies were accepted from January 7 through 
February 7, 2022.  The Department recruited candidates for the vacancies by advertising on the 
agency website, social media posts, and issuing a news release. Department staff contacted both 
the Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA) and the Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) as 
well as landowner organizations such as the Oregon Forest and Industries Council to canvass 
Oregon for talented candidates. We did receive interest from several individuals that chose not to 
apply at this time but may submit applications through ODA or ODF in the future. 
 
 
  
ANALYSIS 
 

  
Landowner Representatives must be chosen from a list of names provided by the State Forester 
or Director of Agriculture. Applicants for the two vacancies submitted applications through 
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ODA and ODF. Applicants were asked to provide information about their experience and 
background relative to the following criteria:  

• Breadth of experience and knowledge of hunting 
• Involvement in sportsman/hunter/conservation organizations 
• Leadership in sportsman/hunter/conservation organizations 
• Leadership and experience on or with councils/boards/commissions and legislature 
• Experience working with and/or representing the public 
• Ability/interest in working collaboratively with others 
• Participation in the A&H Program 
• Ability to foster positive relations between landowners, hunters, and the Department 

 
The Oregon Department of Agriculture provided a single application to the Department, from 
John Breese (Attachment 4).   
 

John Breese is a current Landowner Representative whose first term ended on August 4, 2021.  
 

Name:  John Breese 
Occupation: Rancher 
Location: Prineville 
 

John Breese and his wife own and operate a certified tree farm and ranch lands near Prineville 
that has been in his family for over 100 years.  Balancing sustainability and profitability, John 
manages the land to ensure future generations will have the same ranching and forestry 
opportunities.  John has worked with local Department staff and the A&H Program on several 
wildlife projects including elk collaring, wildlife friendly fencing, spring developments and 
juniper removal.  John’s extensive experience working on boards and committees includes 
representing timber interests on the Crooked River Watershed Council for over ten years, serving 
on the Central Oregon Department of Forestry Budget Committee, serving on the board of the 
East Oregon Forest Protective Association, and testifying on forestry issues at the Oregon State 
Legislature.   John brings a rancher’s perspective to the A&H Board with a passion for 
improving wildlife habitat. 
 

The Oregon Department of Forestry provided a single application to the Department, from Amy 
Patrick (Attachment 4). Amy is also an applicant for the Board Chair position and information is 
included here for completeness.  
 

Name:  Amy Patrick 
Occupation: OHA Policy Director 
Location: Sublimity 
 

Amy lives on a small farm down the road from the sixth-generation homestead where she was 
raised near Sublimity.  With a background in forestry and farming, she is familiar with 
landowner issues such as access and damage.  As the policy director for the Oregon Hunters 
Association, Amy works with hunters around the state and strives to create relationships between  
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hunters and landowners.  She has participated in several Department processes including the 
Beaver Management Work Group, Sport Group Leaders, Western Oregon Landowner and 
Hunter Elk Management Group, and the External Budget Advisory Committee.  Amy’s 
dedication, energy, and initiative are an asset for the A&H program. 

 
DRAFT MOTION: 
 
I move to reappoint John Breese to serve a second four-year term as Landowner 
Representative on the Access and Habitat Board effective from the end of John’s first term 
appointment. 
 
Effective Date:  August 5, 2021 
 

 


